
WELCOME
ACE (Access to College Equity) Academy
and Nuestra Salud

Welcome to our update for ACE Academy and
Nuestra Salud, 2025! This past school year,
2024 - 2025 was very busy, with new
partnerships, new career exposure
opportunities, visits to colleges and a summer
of learning and connections!
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Hello, my name is Judy

Cordova! I'm a College Access &
Equity Advisor and I love bean

and cheese burritos!
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Hello, my name is Yanet Medina
Zavala! I'm a Senior College Access

& Equity Advisor and I love to
scrapbook!

Hello, my name is Priscilla
Miranda! I'm the Division

Director - Marin Programs
and I love sandwiches and

backpacking!

Hello, my name is
Stephanie Alvarez and
I’m the Mental Health
Manager and I enjoy

running whenever I can!

Hello, my name is Liza!
I’m the Community

Health Manager and I
enjoy dancing!



Hello, my name is Gerardo Garcia!
I'm a Wellness Intervention
Specialist and one of my favorite
pastimes is studying new languages.
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Hello, my name is Jacqueline
Cadenas, and I’m a Bilingual
Health Educator! In my spare
time I love swimming! 

Hello, my name is Julyssa Palominos!
I'm a Wellness Intervention Specialist
and  I love to travel, read, and spend
time outside!

Hello, my name is Dalia Martinez! I’m
Bilingual Health Educator! Some things
I enjoy doing include playing soccer on
the weekends, and cooking new recipes!



ACE UPDATES

During the summer, our rising 12th graders engaged in

one of two writing workshop series, aimed at

developing their college essays through a storytelling

lens, and focusing on identity.

Summer Writing Workshops
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ACE UPDATES
ACE again visited Southern California on a College Tour with

seniors! Thanks to ForWords DAF, this year we were able to take

21 youth to tour six universities - USC, UC Merced, CSU Fullerton,

UC Irvine, CSU Long Beach, and UCLA , over the course of three

days. Youth stayed at CSU Fullerton and were able to engage with

EOP presentations, walking tours, department experiences, and

understand the climate in different areas!
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ACE UPDATES
ACE Academy engages with partner organizations and

agencies to support student learning and career

exploration. In 2024-2025, new partnerships and career

exposure included: The Buck Institute of Research on Aging,

who presented to ACE students on careers in STEM fields;

the San Francisco Symphony presented to ACE 10th graders

on pursuing a career in the arts; Inspiring Young

Environmental Leaders (I-YEL) presented to ACE on

leadership, internship, and careers opportunities through

the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy; and the

Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito engaged ACE 9-10th

graders with an info-series on working with marine life.

Continuing partnerships included: 1) Dominican University

presenting a career exploration series through its

Occupational Therapy (OT) department and providing

students a tour of the Dominican University campus; and 2)

College of Marin presenting to and recruiting students for

its summer Career Academies, which are short and

intensive college courses for students to explore their

career interests and gain insight into industry

opportunities. Additionally, ACE students participated in

college major-to-career pathway units, where students

selected which majors they wanted covered;



9

based on student input, the ACE team led units on the

following majors: Anthropology; Psychology; Women

Gender and Sexuality Studies; Education; Mass

Communication, and Kinesiology.

100% of the ACE high school graduating Class of 2024

enrolled in a post-secondary option in Fall 2024; this

includes community colleges, CSUs, UCs and private

universities. ACE Academy seniors enrolled in the following

institutions: UC Riverside; San Francisco State University; UC

Santa Cruz; Dominican University; College of Marin; Sonoma

State University; Sacramento State University; UC Berkeley;

UC Merced; Cal Poly Pomona; Santa Barbara Community

College; Santa Rosa Junior College and UCLA.



ACE GRADUATION 2025



NUESTRA SALUD UPDATES
“During the last 12 months, we were able to hold space for

three youth-led Nuestra Salud cohorts in which students

tackled themes ranging from wellness, environmental

justice, inner-child work, and healthy relationships. Our

participants varied by age, gender, and educational levels

which met our objective of reaching youth from diverse

backgrounds. We used a mix of open-ended discussions,

themed conversations on relevant mental health topics,

creative expression (like art or journaling), and social

activities. My highlight was during this last summer, when

our students connected with a local organization,

Wildcare, to learn about the wildlife that surrounds our

community and to highlight the significance of caring for

our environments. The students themselves were the best

part of the group. The youth's investment in the work was

evident in how consistently they showed up to participate

in each session. In fact, the majority of our participants

always leave asking when the next group is going to

commence.”

Gerardo Garcia, Wellness Intervention Specialist and

Nuestra Salud Facilitator 
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THIS YEAR
TOPICS

INCLUDED
GRIEF AND

LOSS, HOW TO
MANAGE

STRESS, AND
HIGHLIGHTING
HYP SERVICES!
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NUESTRA SALUD SUMMER
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This last school year we were able to collaborate between all

programs to provide an ACE Pathways presentation to Newcomer

Youth participating in our Charlas sessions. Charlas sessions are

psychosocial groups and circles of belonging, provided by our

Mental Health Team, and run year round at San Rafael HS, Terra

Linda HS, Bridge Program, and Davidson MS. ACE guest

presented to every round of sessions at SRHS and TLHS and

provided information to youth about the post-secondary options

and ESL pathways that exist for Newcomer Youth, as well as

presenting factual information about financial aid available to

Newcomer Youth in California. A previous participant of Nuestra

Salud who also participated in ACE Academy, was inspired to

present an assembly for Newcomer Youth at San Rafael HS, which

we helped facilitate. Over 50 youth attended the assembly, and

learned about the options that exist from one of their peers who

was on their way to college!

NUESTRA SALUD UPDATE!
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1. From a Senior: "Huckleberry Youth Programs has changed my

perspective on education. It has inspired me to pursue my passions

more actively. I am really happy I joined sophomore year, HYP is the

reason why I am going to UC Merced this year.” 

2. From an 11th grader Parent: "I am so grateful for the opportunities

Huckleberry Youth Programs has provided my child. It's amazing to

see them grow in confidence and take on leadership roles. This

experience is truly shaping their future."

3. From a Community Partner- Buck Institute : "Working with the

students through Huckleberry Youth Programs has been a rewarding

experience. Their enthusiasm and creativity have brought fresh ideas

to our community initiatives, and it's clear that they are making a

positive impact."

4. From a Senior Student: "Participating in Huckleberry Youth

Programs has helped me build valuable skills that I know will benefit

me in college and beyond. I'm thankful for the support and

mentorship I received throughout the process."

5. From a 10th grader Parent: "The changes I've seen in my child since

they started with Huckleberry Youth Programs are remarkable.

They've become more engaged in their studies and have developed a

strong sense of responsibility and teamwork."

TESTIMONIALS
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As an agency dedicated to supporting health, safety,

justice, and education for our youth and families, first-

generation students, and Newcomer Youth, we are

committed to addressing the barriers that exist for youth

and families navigating the US educational system –

whether those barriers are systemic, institutional, or

devaluing of humans due to statuses such as legal

documentation. Since January 2025, we have actively been

working to address the constantly changing federal

administration policies. We’ve dedicated a significant

amount of time to address internal needs such as

immigration contingency plans, potential 1-9 audits, onsite

procedures for client safety, and preparing information

packets for families providing “family preparedness plans.”

We have also been addressing client concerns, family

unease, and community questioning about rights and

safely. We are involved with the Marin Immigrant Rights

and Justice workgroup convened by MCOE, actively

conversing with school administrators, and providing safe

spaces for youth to ask questions, share their fears and

concerns, and reaffirm our commitment to the immigrant

and Newcomer community.

A WORD ON THE CURRENT
TIMES...
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CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES!
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GROWTH AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES!
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SUMME
RSUMME
R

NUMBER
S...

NUMBER
S...

ACE

Seniors participating in workshops
Hours spent in workshops per student
Essays completed
Sandwiches eaten during the summer
Seniors attending SoCal College Tour
Miles traveled for SoCal Tour
Granola bars eaten on SoCal Tour

20
20
55

140
21

1000
115

NUESTRA SALUD

Youth participating
Writing Sessions
Team Building Sessions
Taki Bags Eaten

20
4
4

80
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ANNUALANNUAL

NUMBER
S...

NUMBER
S...

ACE

Youth in high school program ‘24-’25
Alumni supported (currently in college) ‘24-‘25
Percent who graduated high school in ‘24-’25 school year
Percent who enrolled in post-secondary institutions
Percent of seniors graduating with internship experience

68
48

100%
100%
68%

NUESTRA
SALUD/NEWCOMERS

Youth participating in Nuestra Salud ‘24-’25
Youth supported by ACE Pathways Presentation at
school and Charlas sessions
Newcomer Team Building Sessions

51

85
30
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THANK YOU
SO MUCH!
thank you
so much

We appreciate the support and funding that allowed this summer and year to be
filled with learning, sense of belonging, and the continuing pursuit of dreams for

our youth. Thank you ForWords!

On behalf of the Huckleberry ACE Academy, the Marin Mental Health Program,
and Marin Health Ed Teams, all supporting our Newcomer Youth... THANK YOU!


